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REPORT. 
Tim School Committee of Lexington, in presenting their
Annual Report, are not unmindful that the law requires them
to make a detailed report of the condition of the several Public
Schools in town." 
It may not be perfectly obvious how much is included in this
demand; but since it is also enjoined, that the report shall contain
such statements and suggestions, in relation to the Schools, as
said Committee shall deem necessary or proper to promote the
interests thereof," we are disposed to limit the " details" to the
information that may be found in the table appended to this
report. We shall therefore confine ourselves principally to the
statements and suggestions in relation to the schools which we
understand to come within the boundaries of our duty. 
Nor do we propose to devote a paragraph or more to award the
usual amount of praise or censure to the different Schools or their
teachers separately. We have evidence that all the teachers, 
who have been employed during the past year, have labored faith- 
fully, and with a fair measure of success. While some teachers
are more successful than others, the results may not, in all in- 
stances, be attributable to the superior skill or greater fidelity of
the one, or to the lack of these qualities on the part of the other. 
In some cases the same teacher may be very successful one term, 
and much less successful the next. This is specially true, if we
adopt the satisfaction given to the parents and scholars of the
4school as the standard of excellence. This, however, is far from
being a safe standard to adopt in all communities. Fidelity is
sometimes the cause of unpopularity, and this may not be less
true in the case of school teachers than of any other class of pub- 
lic servants. " Some there are who will not endure sound doc- 
trine," any more in the inculcation of secular learning than in the
higher department of religious teaching. While, therefore, the
teacher as well as the scholar is entitled to just praise for fidelity, 
caution is requisite that injustice be done to none by unfavorable
comparisons. 
The liberal appropriations made from year to year by the town
for the support of their schools, is evidence that their importance
is at least measurably understood and appreciated. Each year
confirms our confidence, that whatever curtailment the town
may feel in duty bound to exercise, so much money as is needed
for the efficient maintenance and still more elevated character of
the schools will not be withheld. We are convinced that we can- 
not afford to put up with second- rate schools. Money alone, 
however, will not make good schools. This must be had : Good
school -houses and competent teachers, such as cannot be provided
without a liberal expenditure and a fair equivalent, are indispen- 
sable to the prosperity of our educational interests. In this re- 
spect we think the citizens of the town have done themselves good
credit by their repeated acts of liberal appropriation. 
To realize the largest benefit of the expenditure, our schools
must have the aid and cooperation of the parents. This can be
rendered in various ways. They can promote the usefulness of
the schools by securing the constant and punctual attendance of
their children. Few seem to be aware of the damage done to the
scholar individually, and to the school as a whole, of frequent and
numerous cases of tardiness and absence. Such scholars soon
become indifferent— get discouraged, and, from their relative dis- 
advantage in the classes to which they belong, they will soon
feel disposed to seek for reasons, and will invent excuses for be- 
ing absent. Many children who, under other circumstances, 
would have been scholars of high merit, have gone through the
entire period allotted to their education, afflicted by the irksome - 
5
ness of their task, and the mortification of great deficiency in
every department of useful learning. Nor does the delinquent
scholar alone suffer. He hangs as a dead weight upon his class ; 
he deranges the systematic order of the school, and brings it more
or less into discredit by his negligence and stupidity. While all
who will, have a right to avail themselves of the school advan- 
tages provided by the town, it is certainly a grave question, 
whether children, who are late at school or absent from it the
larger portion of the time, ought to be allowed to attend at all. 
In our judgment, it is the duty of parents, and of them only, to see
that their children constantly and punctually attend school. For
this neither teachers or the committee can justly be held respon- 
sible. It is the business of the teacher to do the best in his power
for the scholars placed under his charge, but no part of his duty, 
as some seem to imagine, to take up a line of march, and drum
out to the school all the delinquents in the neighborhood. If he
is a teacher fit to be employed, he will have enough to do without
this encumbrance, and no teacher who knows what the true dig- 
nity of his office is, will ever assume any such task. This matter
must rest with the parents, and if their children do not go to
school when sent, if they are not culpably indifferent to their wel- 
fare they will ascertain their truancy, and see that it is corrected. 
Parents can do this work much more easily than the teacher can. 
To oblige him to report to the parents all the cases of tardiness
and absence that may occur, in order to ascertain whether they
were known at home, is a most burdensome and unreasonable
imposition. 
Parents also can do much to aid the teacher and promote the
efficiency of the school, by sustaining its order. Your Committee
would be the last to approve or countenance a barbarous school
discipline. We would have the schools governed in the pleasant- 
est and mildest manner possible, but we would have them
efficiently governed. We would have no lowering down of the
standard of school discipline, to accommodate the prejudices or
the whims of any body. We would have the requirements of the
school reasonable and impartial, and then have them complied with. 
We would never suggest to a teacher that some children have never
sDi
been 1 1 1 any discipline t and therefore
not { enforce the discipline 1 the school. Order
first requisite to a successful school. 1 must 1' had. 
With judicious - on the part of parents, gene- 
rally secured without difficulty. child, who goes to
school, 1 goes there, not/ dictate regula- 
tionsor to suggest its plans of operation, but to comply
rules in the faithful discharge of the duties it shall impose upon
him ; that if he does this, he will be well treated, and have the
approbation of both parents and teachers. Let him alsounder- 
stand, that if he does notobey the laws, he must expectcon- 
sequences 1 " 1 11 1 ttransgressors, 
pathy at home 1ers the inffiction of a wholesomediscipline. 
lessons,Let parents inculcate such 1 mean them .• well as
say them, 1 there will be very little troublechildren
school.at On the other hand, let the child know. pa- 
rent doubts the propriety of the schoolregulations— that
disapprovesof its discipline
in every complaint 1 1 complaints /' very
likely 1 be numerous— and. / . trouble
school.the 1 1 1 of the parents with the teacher, and
nctiontheirof the government of the school, 
orldinthe / prevent the necessity of punishment for pur- 
poseof maintainiwg - 111 order. The suggestionsabove
are not based on the suppositionof any
schoolcould, t respects, 1 im- 
proved. only contended, of 1
and of good teachers, to adopt the regulations
judgments, are the best. And though they are not perfect, 
are much better than they could 1• made by trying 1adopt
theoryof every parent and child in the district. 
Classificationmost It connected with the
progress of schools. all casesimpossi- 
ble, but specially difficult1 1 and sparse
ours. Were nonethgether except thoseof an exact
uldequality, there 1 classificationScholarsof dif- 
ferent attainmentsmust to some extent be in the11
An approximation 1 what is desirable is all that is attainable
gradationthisdepartment. The
dividing line, however, between
must 1• somewhat modifiedby circumstances. Some,/ igh 111 . in longer in the primary 1 1 • I into
schools1 of 1 1 1 1 1 of numbers
in the 1 departments. of the relationsbe- 
tween. the Grammar1/ 11standard. 
of admission / be so elevated in this as in naorepopulous
towns. Ir does it seem to be practicable, 1 exclude
from the grammar sch11 f are qualified for gh
school. All who are 1school
choose. on accountof their distance fromor fromother
cause, they 1 not attend, we think it no reason why those1
desire it should1 privilege. 
In conclusion, encouraged •1 1 our schools, 
improving— asa whole, are
progress1indications that
at 1 distant day they are destined to become 1/ 1 . 1•• 
in the Commonwealth. 
For the Committee. 
LELAND. 
IRA LELAND, 
CHARLES HUDSON, Committee, 
CHARLES eA . 
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High School, . . . H. 0. Whittemore, . . 51 51 11 36 28 72. 72 72. 72
Centre Grammar, Thomas H. Barnes, 
H. Willie, 
354 5 104 43 34 50. 00 50. 00
Centre Primary, . . Josephine J. Jones, . . 51 5 101 48 30 20. 00 20. 00
Southeast Grammar, . Henry L. Chase, . . . 6, 3/ 104 52 45 52. 00 52, 00
Southeast Primary, . Lucy A. Downing, . . 61 3/ 104 55 46 23. 00 23. 00
South, Arthur P. Smith, . . 
Abby B. Tufts, . . . 
5 34 8/ 35 28 40. 00 40. 00
West, Isabella Cutler, . . . 
Charles H. Hannaford, . 
5 31 81 29 22 22. 00 40. 00
Isabella Cutler, . 
North, . . . . . Sabra A. Russell, 
Charles Tidd, . . 
l 5 3 8 29 23 20. 00 40. 00
Northeast, . , , Martha F. Winning, 
Galen Allen, 2d, . 5 34 84 36 33 20. 00 40. 00
